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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1-3 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

a. Claim 1, line 16, it is suggested that "outputting a resultant values" be changed to 
— outputting resultant values-. 

b. Claim 2, line 13, it is suggested that "outputting a resultant values" be changed to 
--outputting resultant values-. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 2 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Yamaguchi 
et al. U.S. Patent 6,256,346. 

Regarding claims 2 and 14, Yamaguchi discloses a method for encoding predictively 
encoded sequences of symbols over a plurality of channels and a encoding apparatus in Figure 1 
comprising a signal source transmitting a signal 10 over a channel, the channel comprising at 
least two transmission channels (outputs of buffers 160, 161), two signal adding means (110, 
111), each receiving the signal transmitted from the signal source and forming a coefficient by 
subtracting a differing predictive value (outputs of prediction sections 200, 201, respectively) 
from the signal, two quantizing means (130, 131) for receiving a differing coefficient value from 
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the adding means and performing the operation of quantizing the received coefficient values and 
outputting resultant values, and two encoder means (140, 141) for receiving the coefficients from 
the signal quantizing means transforming the coefficients into encoded values for transmission, 
where the number of transmitted coefficients is less than the number generated by the 
transformation according to the system coding efficiency. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yamaguchi et al. 
Regarding claim 21, Yamaguchi discloses a method for transmitting predictively encoded 

sequences of symbols over a plurality of channels, where in Figure 1 a signal source transmits a 
signal 10 over a channel, the channel comprising at least two transmission channels (outputs of 
buffers 160, 161), two signal adding means (110, 111), each receive the signal transmitted from 
the signal source and form a coefficient by subtracting a differing predictive value (outputs of 
prediction sections 200, 201, respectively) from the signal, two quantizing means (130, 131) 
receive a differing coefficient value from the adding means and perform the operation of 
quantizing the received coefficient values and outputting resultant values, and two encoder 
means (140, 141) receive the coefficients from the signal quantizing means transform the 
coefficients into encoded values for transmission, where the number of transmitted coefficients is 
less than the number generated by the transformation according to the system coding efficiency. 
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Yamaguchi does not disclose that the steps of the method are included in a computer 
readable medium executed by a processor. However, it is well known in the art to implement 
video encoding methods using software stored in a computer readable medium. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to store instructions implementing the 
steps of Yamaguchi for execution by a processor, as software and hardware implementations are 
well recognized art equivalents. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 4-13 and 16-20 are allowed. 

7. Claim 1 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the objection set forth 
in this Office action. 

8. Claims 3, 1 5 and 22 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims, and rewritten to overcome the objections set forth in this 
Office action. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David B. Lugo whose telephone number is 571-272-3043. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F; 9:30-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jay Patel can be reached on 571-272-2988. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




David B. Lugo 
Patent Examiner 
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